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Georgia Guide Dog Users
Georgia Guide Dog Users (GGDU) is a membership organization of guide dog handlers throughout the State of Georgia. We are an affiliate of the Georgia Council of the Blind and of Guide Dog Users, Inc, the leading consumer-driven organization of guide dog handlers in the world.

We strive to promote and advocate for the civil rights of guide dog handlers in Georgia through involvement in activities in our communities and in the legislative process. GGDU works to educate the public about the important role guide dogs play in our lives and about the federal and state laws that guarantee our access accompanied by our dogs to public accommodations. Drawing on our experiences and knowledge, we provide peer support, advocacy and information to guide dog handlers throughout the state.

GGDU holds regular membership meetings, in person or via telephone conference call. Meetings often include a guest speaker and lively discussion.

Contact Georgia Guide Dog Users

President, Marj Schneider
  912-352-1415  marjschneider@bellsouth.net

GGDU welcomes all who want to join, guide dog handlers, puppy raisers and anyone with an interest in guide dogs. Membership dues to be part of the state and national organizations are $20 per year. Associate members pay $7 annual dues and are members only at the state level.

To join, send your contact details and a check payable to GGDU to:

Georgia Guide Dog Users, 125 Willow Pond Way, Brunswick, GA 31525

When You Meet a Guide Dog Team

· Guide dogs are specially bred, raised and trained to enhance the ability of blind and visually impaired people to travel independently in their communities and beyond.
· As tempting as it may be to pet a guide dog, remember that this dog is responsible for leading someone who cannot see and petting one could dangerously distract the dog from its duty.

· Don’t pet or talk to a guide dog without asking first. A person’s safety may depend on their dog’s alertness and concentration.
· Never let your pet dog distract or interfere with a guide dog.
· If you are assisting a guide dog handler, in some situations the handler may prefer to take your arm just above the elbow and allow their dog to heel. Others will prefer to have their dog follow you. In this case, be sure to talk to the handler and not the dog when giving directions for turns.
· Although guide dogs cannot read traffic signals, they are responsible for helping their handlers safely cross a street. Calling out to a guide dog or intentionally obstructing its path can be dangerous for the team as it could break the dog’s concentration on its work. Listening for traffic flow has become harder for guide dog handlers due to quieter car engines and the increasing number of cars on the road. Please don’t honk your horn or call out from your car to signal when it is safe to cross, which can be distracting and confusing. Be especially careful of pedestrians in crosswalks when turning right on red.
· It’s not all work and no play for a guide dog. When they are not in harness, they are treated in much the same way as pets.

